Script for Pod Cast 

Subject:  Points – how do they work?  

Welcome to DMVline.  Today Rhonda Alley from the Division of Motor Vehicles’ Bureau of Driver Services joins us to talk about the kind of points you don’t want to add up – points against your driver license.  

Interviewer:  Thanks for being with us today Rhonda, we really appreciate it.  I know that lots of people have questions about points and how they work.  Maybe you could provide us with some of the basics.  First of all, what are we talking about?

Rhonda:  Simply put, demerit points are assessed to drivers when convicted of a moving violation.  Points are really something you want to avoid.  If you accumulate too many demerit points, you lose your privilege to drive.  

Interviewer:  Let’s talk about that number issue.  What is too many?  How many points do you have on a driver license?  

Rhonda:  In a nutshell there are two numbers you really need to know:  0 and 12.  Ideally, you want 0 points accumulated on your driver license at all times; drivers with a clear record have 0 points accumulated.  If you accumulate 12 points in 12 months, that’s the worst.  That’s when your license is suspended for at least 2 months and you lose the privilege to drive.  If you have a probationary license and accumulate 12 points in 12 months, your license is suspended for six months.

Interviewer:  So 0 is good and 12 means suspended – right?  

Rhonda:  Yes, that’s correct.  And it is important to note that points are added together based on the dates of violation for violations that occur within any 12-month period.  It does not go by calendar year.  So, let’s say you’re ticketed for speeding on March 3rd and receive three points; you must stay below 12 points until March 3rd of the next year to avoid suspension.  

Interviewer:  Are the demerit points the same for all convictions?  

Rhonda:  No, some are much higher than others.  Reckless driving or racing carries a 6-point penalty while a prohibited or illegal turn carries a 3-point penalty.  
Interviewer:  Let’s presume that I’m a great driver, and I drive for years without ever accumulating any points.  Does that mean I can bank them?  

Rhonda:  No, points cannot be carried over to the next year and banked.  Meaning that, if you’ve been driving for three years without any citations, you don’t have 36 points to play with.  You still have 12.  

Interviewer:  Are points assessed the same way for everyone?  

Rhonda:  That’s a good question, and the answer is no.  Points double for anyone with an instruction permit, probationary license or no license at all, after the first violation.  So, if you already have a ticket on your driving record and are convicted of inattentive driving, which carries a penalty of 4 points, and you are holding an instructional permit, that 4-point penalty doubles to 8.  Points continue to double until you get a regular license. You cannot get a regular license until at least age 19.

Interviewer:  Is there any way to reduce points?  

Rhonda:  Yes, once every five years you can complete an approved Traffic Safety course and request a 3-point reduction of your demerit point total. The point reduction course must be successfully completed before the accumulation of 12 or more points in any 12-month period. No point reduction is permitted if you have already accumulated 12 or more points, which resulted in a suspension of your driving privilege.  So, say you have 4 points, you could take a traffic safety course and get that reduced to 1 point.  

Interviewer:  But that would not be an option if you had already accumulated 12 points in 12 months, right?  

Rhonda:  That’s correct.  I should also mention that you cannot bank 3 points from a traffic safety course for future use.  So completing a traffic safety course can help you with past violations in which you’ve already gone to court and found guilty but not those that may occur in the future.  

Interviewer:  So you can’t save them for a rainy day?  

Rhonda: No, you can’t.  

Interviewer:  How is my driving record affected by the accumulation of points?  

Rhonda:  Convictions remain on the driver records for five years from the date of conviction. However, alcohol related and some commercial violations remain on the record for 10 years to life.

Interviewer:  What if I get a speeding ticket in Minnesota?  Does that count?  

Rhonda:  No points are assessed for convictions from other states; however, the conviction is entered on the Wisconsin driver record.  

Interviewer:  And would that conviction stay on my record for five years as well.  

Rhonda:  Yes, it would.  

Interviewer: Do my points go away when I turn 18?

Rhonda: Many people believe your driving record is cleared when you turn 18. That is not the case. Violations remain on your driving record for at least five years. 

Interviewer:  So if you could leave us with any advice today, what would it be?  

Rhonda:  It would be this; know the rules of the road, follow them and you’ll avoid convictions.  As far as points, the magic number is zero with regard to your driver license and driver record.  

Interviewer:  OK Rhonda.  Thanks for the advice today; I think it helps clarify things for our listeners.  We really it.  

Rhonda:  It’s been a pleasure.  

Interviewer:  And this has been DMVline.

