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What is the Traffic Violation and 
Registration Program? 

How does it work? 

How are people notified? 

What happens when tickets are paid? 

How is the program funded? 

Number of TVRP participants: 

For more information contact: 

The Traffic Violation and Registration Program (TV&RP) was cre­
ated by state law in 1981. Under this program, DMV imposes sanc­
tions for unpaid tickets resulting from unpaid non-moving traffic 
violations (unpaid parking citations) and/or unpaid towing/storage 
charges. 

A court or local authority participating in the program forwards 
information regarding the unpaid tickets to the department and re­
quests the DMV to: 

•	 suspend the registration of the vehicle involved 

•	 refuse all registration applications, including renewals, made 
by the owner of the ticketed vehicle, or 

•	 both of the above 

The court or local authority must notify defendants that they have 
unpaid tickets. If the defendant does not contest the ticket or pay 
the fine, the authority directs the department to take action. The 
department then notifies the defendant by letter and by notice on 
vehicle registration renewal forms. 

Once a defendant has paid the forfeiture or appeared in court, the 
local authority or court notifies the department and vehicle registra­
tion privileges are reinstated. 

The cost of the program is paid by participating local authorities. 

In 2008, 304 counties, cities, villages, towns, courts, or other local 
agencies participated in the program. 

Bureau of Vehicle Services 
Special Registration and Titling Unit 
(608) 267-9791 
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