Disclaimer for MV2881 – Involuntary Lien Transfers

Transfer of a vehicle by means of mechanics, towing, landlord or storage lien

Under Wisconsin law, an eligible mechanic, towing company, landlord or self-service storage operator may seek to recover monies owed to them through the private or public sale of a vehicle involved in a contract.  All monies collected must be distributed per the Wisconsin State Statutes and the Uniform Commercial Code.

Get legal advice

You are advised to seek legal advice regarding this process.  The laws regarding this process are very specific about who is eligible, the waiting period, who to notify, how to deliver the notification and the information needed in the notifications.  The laws also state the method for disposing of the vehicle.  

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation provides the information on this website as a convenience to eligible lien enforcers.  It is not legal for use by the general public or organizations seeking to obtain a title for an abandoned vehicle.  This page and the application form are not intended to constitute professional legal advice by WisDOT or to infer eligibility, as circumstances will vary.

Important information

· WisDOT is not liable for damages, court action or denials incurred through the inappropriate or illegal use of the application form.  You agree that by printing this form to hold the WisDOT harmless against any said actions.  

· All users are required to certify their authorization to enforce a lien by signing the statement of fact indicating that they are eligible and that they have followed all the procedures required by the Wisconsin state statutes governing this process.

· Falsifying information on this form could result in a fine of up to $10,000 and/or imprisonment for up to five (5) years.

· If the vehicle is less than ten model years old, you must also provide an odometer disclosure.  Use form MV2488, Vehicle Transfer and Odometer Mileage Statement to record the odometer reading.  This form is available at the DMV Service Centers or by contacting the Vehicle Records Section.  

Where you can obtain service

The Vehicle Records Section of the DMV reviews these applications, seeking legal opinions and court decisions in order to process them.  The Vehicle Records Section does not have a public access counter but can be contacted by phone, mail or email.  Local DMV Service Centers will provide the odometer disclosure statement, but cannot answer questions about this title process.  

If you have questions:

· Email:  bur-veh-services.dmv@dot.state.wi.us
· The Vehicle Records Section may have to research your question before replying; please allow four business days for an email response.  Please do not send a second email. 

· If you email us about a specific vehicle, we will need the license plate number or a vehicle identification number to respond to your inquiry. 

· Call: (608) 266-1466 (press 2, 4 and 3), between 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday

· Mail:
WisDOT

Vehicle Records Section - Research & Information

PO Box 8070

Madison, WI 53708-8070

Get application form. (This is an Adobe PDF file)
