Transportation and Economic Assistance Program:  Environmental Clearance Policy and Process

All candidate transportation improvement projects submitted through the Transportation Economic Assistance (TEA) Program must adhere to the following environmental clearance process before a TEA grant will be considered for approval, award, and authorization:

1) Applicant completes the general information cover sheet about the proposed TEA project (page 2 of the Programmatic Environmental Report (pER)).  

2) Applicant completes the 18 question Programmatic Environmental Report (pER) criteria checklist (pages 3 thru 5 of the pER.) 

3) Applicant hires a qualified Historian to help applicant answer question 11 on the Programmatic Environmental Report (pER) and to complete appropriate sections of Worksheet 44.40: Archaeological/Historical Review Worksheet for Projects Managed and Supervised by WisDOT on TEA Funded Projects.  This worksheet is accompanied with the following project appropriate supporting documents:

a) Historical Survey Field Report

b) Project area map

c) Historical Literature and Records Review

d) WHPD Archaeological Site Inventory Map.

4) Applicant hires a qualified Archaeologist to help answer question 12 on the Programmatic Environmental Report (pER) and to complete the appropriate sections of Worksheet 44.40: Archaeological/Historical Review Worksheet for Projects Managed and Supervised by WisDOT on TEA Funded Projects.  This worksheet is accompanied by the following project appropriate supporting documents:

a) Archaeological Survey Field Report

b) Project area map

c) Archaeological Literature and Records Review

d) Wisconsin Historic Preservation Database (WHPD) Archaeological Site Inventory Map.

5) The applicant should be aware that coordination with other state and federal agencies, like the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, State Historical Society, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife may be necessary to determine whether to check the “yes” or ‘no” box for any given pER checklist question.  Any coordination with state and federal agencies that involves letters of correspondence seeking guidance to answer any question on the pER, please include those letters as part of your submittal package to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation. 

6) Applicant signs, dates, and completes the Environmental certificate (referred to as the Statement of Certification for Conformance with the Programmatic Environmental Report on Projects in the Transportation Facilities Economic Assistance and Development Program) 

7) Applicant develops a proposed project cover page document that will include a description of the project along with a business site plan map, project location map, and existing and proposed typical cross-sections. An example of the project description cover page is available on the TEA Web site.  

8) Applicant forwards the following environmental and project documents to WisDOT’s TEA Program Manager for review and signature and to the respective Region’s Management Consultant Project Engineer for their review:

a) General information cover sheet

b)  Programmatic Environmental Report (pER) with any letters of correspondence

c) Copy of the 44.40 archaeological/historical worksheet with supporting documentation

d) Project Description Report 

e)  Environmental Certificate

9) Bureau of Equity and Environmental Services (BEES) will be furnished the Programmatic Environmental Report (that includes general information cover sheet), the original 44.40 archaeological/historical worksheet, and the project description report for their review.  All supporting documentation is reviewed especially to make sure that no archaeological and historic properties are effected and if not, BEES Historic Preservation Program Manager, Lynn Cloud, will sign-off on Worksheet 44.40 and then place the project on the statewide screening list that clears it for advancement to construction.  

10) The Region’s Management Consultant will furnish the Programmatic Environmental Report (that includes general information cover sheet), the 44.40 archaeological/historical worksheet, and the project description report to WisDOT’s Regional Transportation Office-Chief Engineer for Local Program Delivery for their signature of concurrence on the Environmental Certificate.

11) WisDOT’s Regional Transportation Office—Programming Engineer/Program Manager will furnish a copy of the executed Environmental Certificate to the TEA Program Manager, the Management Consultant, and Lynn Cloud of BEES for our project records.

Documents and additional information available on the WisDOT TEA Web site: http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/localgov/aid/tea.htm
