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2006 Facts and Figures

» 712 persons were killed in Wisconsin motor vehicle traffic crashes. This is an average of
more than two lives lost each day on Wisconsin traffic arteries.

» 50,236 persons were injured in 35,296 reported injury crashes and 659 fatal crashes.
4,874, or 10%, of those injured were known at the time of the crash to have sustained
incapacitating injuries.

» Of the 712 persons killed, 9% (56 pedestrians and 8 bicyclists) were not drivers or
passengers of motor vehicles. Thirteen percent (93) were motorcycle drivers or motorcycle
passengers.

» Of the 712 persons killed, 43% died in alcohol-related crashes, 37% died in speed-related
crashes and 20% died in crashes that involved both speed and alcohol.

 Of the 450 drivers who were killed and tested for alcohol concentration, 187 drivers (42%)
had an alcohol concentration of .08 or above.

* 59% of persons killed in passenger car and light truck crashes (for instances in which safety
belt use could be determined) were not using safety restraints.

» 74% of all motorcyclists killed in crashes (for instances in which helmet use could be deter-
mined) were not wearing helmets.

 Fifty-nine percent of all crashes occurred off the State highway and Interstate systems, on
county trunk and local roads. City police and county sheriffs responded to 102,139 (87%) of
these crashes.

 The total number of registered vehicles was 5,326,693, a 1% decrease over 2005.

*The total number of licensed drivers was 4,066,273, a .4% increase over 2005.

* The fatality rate per 100-million miles of travel was 1.20.

Crashes, Not Accidents

Traffic crashes are not accidents, but are avoidable
events caused by a single variable or chain of vari-
ables. Dedicated to reducing traffic injuries and
fatalities by addressing the factors that cause them,
the Bureau of Transportation Safety coordinates a
statewide behavioral highway safety program.
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Madison, WI 53707-7936

Telephone: 608-266-0402
FAX: 608-267-0441

January 2008
Dear Traffic Safety Advocates:

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation is pleased to provide you with a
copy of the 2006 edition of the Wisconsin Traffic Crash Facts book. This book
serves as a resource for traffic safety professionals and those interested in mak-
ing Wisconsin’s roadways, sidewalks, and bicycle paths safe for all of us who
travel them.

This book contains statewide information about traffic crashes and their human
consequences. The statewide counts are parsed out in several levels of detail
including: types of crashes, the county or municipality location of crashes, types
of vehicles in crashes, severity of injuries, and age and gender of drivers. | ex-
tend my thanks to the principal researcher of this project, Donald Lyden.

To view this publication online, visit http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/safety/motorist/

crashfacts/index.htm. To obtain additional copies of the Crash Facts Book or
more information about transportation safety in Wisconsin, please contact us.

Sincerely,

Major Daniel W. Lonsdorf, Director
Bureau of Transportation Safety
Wisconsin State Patrol

Governor Secretary Bureau of Transportation Safety



Wisconsin’s Highway Safety Clock

one

PERSON KILLED
every 12.3 hours

one
PERSON INJURED

every 10.5 minutes

one DRIVER AGE 19 OR UNDER

one
INJURY OR FATAL CRASH
every 14.6 minutes

one
TRAFFIC CRASH
every 4.5 minutes

in fatal or injury crashes
every 1.03 hours

one person injured or killed

in SPEED-RELATED CRASHES
every 51.1 minutes

one person injured or killed

in ALCOHOL-RELATED CRASHES
every 88.2 minutes

one MOTORCYCLIST

one
PROPERTY DAMAGE CRASH

every 6.4 minutes

All events listed occurred in motor
vehicle crashes in Wisconsin.

injured or killed
every 3.6 hours

one PEDESTRIAN

injured or killed
every 6.1 hours

one BICYCLIST

injured or killed
every 8.3 hours

one SCHOOL BUS OCCUPANT

injured or killed
every 36.5 hours

2006 WISCONSIN TRAFFIC CRASH FACTS



Wisconsin Traffic Crash Facts Table of Contents

Page
L= Lo (3= L (o T T 1= PSR inside cover
Wisconsin's Highway Safety CIOCK .......uviiiiiiiiiiiicc e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e s e e e e e e aaaeaaeaaeeas iv
Section I: General Highlights
OVERVIEW
-Total crashes by severity with licensed drivers and registered vehicles - 15 year summary ............ccccvvveeee.. 2
-State of traffic Crashes iN WISCONSIN ........u i ittt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e bbb baebeeeeeees 3
FATAL INFORMATION
-Wisconsin and U.S. motor vehicle fatality rates - 15 year SUMMAIY .........uuurreirriiiierieeeeeeeeeesiesissasnnnnsennennnnen 4
-Fatality rates Of SUITOUNTING STALES .......uuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt ettt e et e e e e e e e e e e e s e e s annnnebabbaebeeeeeees 4
-Mileage fatality rates in Wisconsin & U.S. - 15 Year SUMMATIY .......ccccuuuuuiriiiiiiiiieiiaaaaaaaaaaaa e e e s aaaaienseeeeeeeeeees 5
-Fatality rate and vehicle miles traveled - 15 Year SUMMATY .........uuuuurruiiirireeeieeirerreeeeeeeeaeaaeessessasssnnsnnssnsneneeees 5
-Fatal crashes by type of crash and manner of COIlISION ..........cccciiiiiiiiiii e 6
-Persons killed by UNIt tyPE @NG FOIE .......uuieiiiiiiieieit ettt et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e babb e beeeeeees 6
-Persons Killed DY COUNLY (M@ID) -..uuururtntieiiiieee ettt e e ettt ettt ettt e e e e e e aaaaaaaaaeasaannnnnbnsbbnbessseees 7
-Fatal crashes and persons killed by county and month ... 8,9
-Persons killed by time of day and day Of WEEK ..........ccooiiiiii i 10
-Persons killed or injured by g€ and rOl€ ...........coiiiiiii i 11
-Largest multi-fatality crashes in Wisconsin history and in thiS Year ... 11
-Persons killed by age, r0le, QBNAET ........coii et r e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e s s e e aneeeeeees 12
-Fatal crashes and persons killed by legal holiday - 10 Year SUMMAIY ......cccvvvviiiiiiiieeeeeeeiiee e eeeeeeeiniininnns 16
INJURY INFORMATION
-Largest multi-injury crashes in WIisconSIin iN thiS YEAI ........cccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 11
-Persons injured by age, role, QENUET ... ittt e e e e e e e e e e e ereeeaaeas 13
-Injury crashes and total persons injured by county and mMONth ..........cccuuiiiiiiiiiie e 14,15
Section II: Crashes
TIME AND SEVERITY
-Crashes by month and severity, urban/rural, total Killed/injured ..............ceevvieiiiiiiiieie e 18
-Percent of crashes by severity and time Of AY .......uuvvviiiiiiiiii e 18
-Crashes by Time of Day and Day Of WEEK ...........eeiiiiiiiiiiaiai et 19
LOCATION AND SEVERITY
-Crashes by municipality type and SEVEIILY ........uuiiiiiiee et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ereeeeeees 21
-Hit & run crashes by location type and SEVEIILY ...........eiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e ee e 21
-Crashes by 10Cation tyPe @nd SEVEIILY .........uiiiiiiiiiaaai ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeas 21
-Crashes by county and highway Class By SEVEIitY .........ccooiiiiii e 22,23
-Crashes by municipality, severity, and crash type with total killed/injured and economic loss.................. 24-26
-Economic loss in crashes by urban/rural location and severity of Crash ...........ccccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiee, 27
-Bicycle, work zone, deer, hit & run, motorcycle, pedestrian, and school bus crashes by county ............ 28,29
CRASHTYPE
-Crashes by crash type and severity, total killed/injured, urban/rural .............cccccoiiiiiiieeeen 20
-Average crash response time by month and reporting agency type, urban/rural ..., 33
-Fixed objects struck by crash severity and urban/rural ..o 34
-Fixed ObJeCtS StrUCK DY OWNEI tYPE ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e s s et areeeneeeeeees 35

2006 WISCONSIN TRAFFIC CRASH FACTS %



CONDITIONS

-Crashes by conditions (light, weather & road) and severity, total killed/injured ...............cccccoeeiiiiiiiiiciccinns 32
-Crashes by weather and light CONAITIONS .......uvviiiiiiiiiiciccecce e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e nnennrnnes 33
-Crashes by road and light CONAItIONS ..........ooiiiiii e e e e e e e e e e e s s s e e eeeees 33
-Crashes by road and weather CONAItIONS ...........uuuiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e e eeeees 33
-Highway possible contributing circumstances by crash severity, urban/rural ...........cccccccceeeeiiicccecnns 34
-Total crashes with and without highway possible contributing circumstances by severity, urban/rural ......... 34

REPORTING AGENCY AND CITATIONS

-Crashes and citations by reporting agency type and SEVEIILY .......cccccvvvriiiiiiiiiiiirireee e e e e ee e e ee e s 35
-Crashes by county and reporting agency type, DY SEVEILY .......ccooiviiiiciciiiie e e e 36,37
-Crash and citation SUMMArY DY COUNLY .....uuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e e e e e e e e e e e aaeeeeeeeeeannnnes 38,39

TRAFFIC CONTROLS
-Traffic controls for all vehicles by Crash SEVEIILY .......cvvviiiiiiiie e e e 40

MOST HARMFUL EVENT
-Most harmful event for all vehicles by crash severity, urban/rural.............cccccvvviiiiiiiee e 40

Section lll: Driver Data

DRIVER AGE AND CRASH SEVERITY

-Drivers in Crashes DY A0€ GrOUP .. ....uuuruiiiiiiiiieiee ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e st eeeeeeeeeeaaeaeaaeesesaasasnnesnsennnnnnenees 42
-Crash invoIlvemeNt rateS DY @0E GIOUD ...uuuuruririieriiieiriireeeteeeeeeeeeessesssssssaneeae e aeeeeeeeraeeaeaaaaaeaaessessannnnssnnrnnes 42
-Drivers in crashes by age and crash severity By geNdEr ...t 43
-Crash involvement rates by age and QENUET .........vviiiiiiiieee e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e s snnennrnnes 43
-Drivers by what drivers were doing and Crash SEVEIILY ........cccoiviiiiiiiicie e e e e e e e e e e sannanes 44
-Primary driver contributing factors in Crashes .........ovvviiiii i 44
SAFETY RESPONSIBILITY
-Safety Responsibility claims by type of claim and amountsS ... 45
-Motorists subject to Safety Responsibility (SR) LAW .........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiee e e e e e e e e e e e e e snnsennneeeeeees 45
-Drivers subject to Safety Responsibility (SR) Law by age, prior calendar year ..........ccccceeeeeeeeeiiiiiiicccccnnnnns 45

DRIVER PCCs

-Driver possible contributing circumstances by crash severity, urban/rural .............ccccccccoeiii i, 46
OTHER
-In-state and out-of-state drivers in Wisconsin crashes by month ...........cccccvv e, 46

Section IV: Vehicle Data

VEHICLE TYPE AND PLATE TYPE

-Units involved in crashes by vehicle type and Crash SEVENILY ........ccccuuviiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiecieee e e 48

-Vehicles in crashes by plate type and Crash SEVEIILY ........cccceeiiiiiiii i e e 49
DAMAGE

-Vehicles by damage severity and Crash SEVEIILY .........iviiiiiieeeeiei e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e s nennennennes 52

TOTAL VEHICLES AND OCCUPANTS
-Crashes by total vehicles and Crash SEVEIILY .......uuuuiiiiiiiiiiccee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e enneanes 52
-Total occupants in vehicles in crashes by Crash SEVEIItY .........ooooiiiiiiii e 52

Vi 2006 WISCONSIN TRAFFIC CRASH FACTS



PASSENGER VEHICLES

-Passenger car and light truck crashes by month and severity, total killed/injured, urban/rural .................... 53
-Passenger car and light truck crashes by manner of collision and highway class, urban/rural .................... 53
-Vehicle possible contributing circumstances for passenger vehicles in crashes by severity, urban/rural ..... 54
-Driver possible contributing circumstances comparison in passenger car crashes by crash severity.......... 54
LARGE TRUCKS
-Vehicle possible contributing circumstances for large trucks in crashes by severity, urban/rural ................. 55
-Driver possible contributing circumstances comparison in large truck crashes by crash severity ............... 55
-Large truck crashes by month and severity, total killed/injured, urban/rural ...................coooeeciiiiiiiiieeieeeee, 56
-Large truck crashes by manner of collision and highway class, urban/rural ................cooeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee, 56
-Commercial motor vehicle drivers in crashes by age and crash SEVErity .......ccccccceeeeieiiiiiiccccicceeee e 57

VEHICLE PCCs

-Vehicle possible contributing circumstances for all vehicles in crashes by severity, urban/rural .................. 57
SCHOOL BUSES
-School bus crashes by month and severity, total killed/injured, urban/rural ...................cooee i, 58
-School bus crashes by month, day Of WEEK ..........coeeiiiiii i 58
-School bus crashes by time of day and day Of WEEK ...........cooviiiii e 59
-Driver possible contributing circumstances comparison in school bus crashes by crash severity ............... 59
-School bus occupants injured or killed by age and injury severity by gender.........cccccccooeeiei i, 60
-School bus drivers in crashes by age and Crash SEVEIILY .......ccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiieec e 60
PEDESTRIANS
-Pedestrian fatalities and injuries - 15 YEar SUMMATY ......ccccoiieiieieiiiiiieeiiieeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeaaseessssanssnnsnssenneeeeeees 61
-Vehicles involved in pedestrian crashes by type and I0CatioN .............eueeeeiiiiiiiiieeieeeee e 61
-Crashes involving pedestrians by month and severity, total injured/killed, urban/rural ..............ccccvvevveeenn.n. 62
-Pedestrian crashes by month of year, day 0f WEEK ..........cveiiiiiiiiiii e 62
-Crashes involving pedestrians by time of day and day of WeeK............uuveveiiiiiiiiiii e 63
-Crashes involving pedestrians by manner of collision and highway class, urban/rural ...............ccccccvvvvnneee. 63
-Pedestrians injured or killed by age and light conditions by gender...........cccccvvveeeeeeee e 64
-Pedestrian actions, 10CAtIONS IN CrASNES .......oiiiiiiiie e e 64
-Pedestrians involved in crashes by action and [0CatioN ............cccciiiiiiiiiiii e 65
BICYCLES
-Bicyclists injured or killed by age and light conditions by gender ............uuuuieiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 65
-Bicycle crashes by month and severity, total killed/injured, urban/rural .............ccccccooii i 66
-Bicyclist fatalities and injuries - 15 YEAr SUMIMAIY .......cceeiiiiiiieiiriiieniieeeeeereerreeteeeeeeeaaesssssanasnnnsnssenrenerrereeees 66
-Bicycle crashes by time of day and day Of WEEK .........coooiiiiiiiiiii e 67
-Bicycle crashes by manner of collision and highway class, urban/rural ..............ccccccoe oo, 67
MOTORCYCLES
-Motorcycle crashes by month and severity, total killed/injured, urban/rural ..................cooeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee, 68
-Motorcycle crashes by month of year, day Of WEEK .........coeeiiii it 68
-Motorcycle crashes by time of day and day Of WEEK ..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiieee e 69
-Motorcycle crashes by manner of collision and highway class, urban/rural ............ccc.ccoooiiiiiiciiiiiieiieeeee, 69
-Driver possible contributing circumstances comparison in motorcycle crashes by crash severity ............... 70
-Single unit motorcycle crashes, primary driver contributing factors ..........cccccccvveiiee 70
-Motorcyclists injured or killed by age, injury severity and gENAEr ...........ueveiiiiiiiieeieeeee e 71
-Fatal and injury motorcycle crashes, 15 Year SUMIMAIY .......ccccccuuuruurirrierrirerrerreereeeaaeaeaeessessassnssssnnnnnnnne 71,72
TRAILERS
-Trailer crashes by month and severity, total killed/injured, urban/rural..............cccccoeoiieiieiiceccccceeee 72

2006 WISCONSIN TRAFFIC CRASH FACTS Vii



Section V: Alcohol

ALCOHOL
-Drinking drivers (ability impaired and not impaired) in crashes by county and age ...........ccccoeooeeeee e 74,75
-Drivers in fatal crashes by age and alcohol concentration (AC) test reSultS .........cvvvveeeeeeereiiiiccccciiiens 76
-Drinking rates for pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers of motor vehicles in crashes ..............ccccccccivviinnnnen, 76
-Driver conditions by age and driVer TACIOT ........uuiiiiiiiieic e e e e e e e e e e s e s 77
-Drug use reported on the aCCIAENT FEPOIT .......uuuuriiiiiiieiie e e e e e s e r e e e e e e aeeaeaeaaeeesassanaannnerrenerneeeees 77
-Alcohol-related crashes by county and highway class by severity, total killed/injured ....................cc.... 78,79
-Alcohol-related crashes by time of day and day of week, total killed/injured..............cccooeeeeiii i, 80

Section VI. Speed-Related Crashes

SPEED-RELATED CRASHES
-Drivers “Driving too fast” in crashes by age, gender and SEVEIILY ..........uuvriiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeee e see s 82
-Speed-related crashes by time of day, day of week, total killed/iInjured ...........cccccvveveeeeeeeeiiis 83
-Speed-related crashes by month and road CONItiONS ..........ccccoiiiiiiiiiii e 83
-Speed-related crashes by county and highway class, total killed/injured ............ccccccvvviiiieiiii, 84,85
-Rural interstate Crash rat@ SUMIMAIY .........uuuuuiiiiriiieiriiieeeeeeeeeeee e e s sassassss s bae e eerrreeaaeaaeaaaaaeesesanansnnsnnrnnes 86

Section VII. Safety Equipment

PASSENGER VEHICLES
-Safety equipment use in passenger cars by injury severity and seat POSItioN .........ccccceeeeeeeiveiiiiiiiicciiiinns 88
-Safety equipment use in passenger cars in crashes by age of occupant .........ccccccceveeeeee e, 88
-Safety equipment use in light trucks by injury severity and seat POSItioN ............ccvvvviiiiieieeeeeie s 89
-Safety equipment use in light trucks in crashes by age of occupant.............ueveeviiiiiiieiie s 89

AIRBAGS
-Occupants for whom airbag deployed in crash, manner of collision by injury severity .............cccccvvvvvvnnnnnee. 90

MOTORCYCLES
-Safety equipment use on motorcycles by injury severity and seat POSItION ...........vvvviiiiiiieeeeeeeeiie i 90
-Motorcyclists injured by age, role by safety eqUIPMENT USE .....cccceiiviiiiiiiiiiiieieece e 91
-Motorcyclists killed by age, role, gender by safety eqUIPMENTUSE .........uvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicieeeeeeee e 91

SEATING POSITION

-Passenger vehicle occupants and injury severity by seating position and safety equipment use ................ 92
-Motorcyclist injury severity by seating position and safety eqUIPMENt USE .......uvvvvvivieiiiiieeeeeeeecceeies 92
WISCONSIN MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT REPORT MVA4000 .......ccoouvieiiiiiieeiiieeesiee e siieeeseeee e 93,94,95,96
L© I 1357 21 = TSRS 97,98

Viii 2006 WISCONSIN TRAFFIC CRASH FACTS



